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» | FDA to Salons:

) “Provide Eyewear for Sunless Sessions”

by Brenda Fishbaugh

ou probably saw it ... the ABC
Y News report on how the tanning
industry doesn’t follow FDA

recommendations for protecting spray-
tanners’ eyes during a session. But
what can you do?

First, a bit of history: in 2006, the FDA
set guidelines (not laws) recommend-
ing that salons offering sunless sessions
provide disposable garments, nose filters,
eye protection and lip protection to
spray-tan customers, so the DHA solution
wouldn’t be inhaled or ingested, and
mucous membranes were protected from
the mist during a session. The FDA then
updated their reccommendations in June
2012, right after the ABC News report.
The right thing to do is for the tanning
industry to meet the FDA’s requested
safety measures, and do our utmost to
practice the safest possible policies for
spray-tan sessions.

When it comes to protective items,
the disposable garments, nose filters/
plugs and lip balm are quite clear-cut; but
eyewear is a bit trickier. If you also offer
UV tanning, the eye protection products
you are currently selling or providing
are also acceptable for spray-tanning, as
long as they stay in place while the tanner
stands in a spray-booth or while being
airbrushed. Goggles with elastic bands
work well, and the strap can easily be
moved a bit during the session to mini-
mize lines on the side of the face. If you
aren’t giving the goggles to your client to
keep and are reusing them, make sure you
follow EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency) steps for cleaning the goggles to
remove DHA solution residue between
sessions ... email Brenda@EyePro.net and
I'll provide you with the steps. If you sell

disposable eye protection, it also works
well for sunless tanning. Disposables can
be thrown away after a single use, with
no cleaning involved. Disposable eye
protection doesn’t have any straps, but is
held in place by medical adhesive, making
spraying the face especially easy.
Spray-tan clients have two concerns
when wearing eye protection during their
session. One concern is that they can’t see
well through the darker goggles, which
can make operating the sunless booth
awkward. Some women have told me that
when being airbrushed by a tech, they
would still like to see their surroundings
clearly enough to feel safe. Several goggle
brands offer a high visibility version,
and these are the best choice for sunless.

eye area is heavily bronzed. With a single
spray-pass and our clear disposable eye
protection in place, the client won’t have
any noticeable spray tan lines.”

Abby Clemmer of Heartland Tanning
- maker of the new Pura sunless booth
- suggests that you spend an extra few
moments demonstrating to your sunless
customer how to fold disposables into a
tight cone to prevent noticeable tan lines
around the eyes, or how to move a goggle
strap during their spray session.

Finally, your spray-tech can protect
their eyes with clear safety glasses
designed for UV unit maintenance.
There are a couple brands of clear,
UV-block glasses available from
your favorite distributor for about

This is a great opportunity for those of us in the
tan biz fo show the FDK that we're all about following
quidelines « doing all we can fo provide an enjoyable «

protected experience.

There are also three new brands of clear,
disposable eyewear on the market, all of
which allow a complete view while being
sprayed. The only caution with the clear
disposables is that they are ONLY for
spray-tanning and offer NO UV protec-
tion. So, if your client is also a UV tanner,
make sure they understand this.

The second and biggest concern
spray-tanners have about eye protection
is getting dreaded “raccoon eye” tanlines.
Rick Norvell, of Norvell Sunless, LLC
says, “We have always educated our
spray-techs to spray only once across the
eyes. The eye area is naturally lighter, and
a spray-tan doesn’t look natural if the

$10. These lightweight, wrap-around
safety glasses will keep any solution
over-spray out of your tech’s eyes.

This is a great opportunity for those
of us in the tan biz to show the FDA that
we're all about following guidelines and
doing all we can to provide an enjoyable
and protected experience. &
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